275.00; 210 X 260; pp. 11 7l. To the clinical anaesthetist, the title Neural Blockade will conjure up a large book of nerve block techniques, drug doses and complications. However, the hyperbole accompanying the release of this text does not do it justice. The editors have to be congratulated in organising a group of contributors of such a standard of excellence in diversity, scope and science.
However, the hyperbole accompanying the release of this text does not do it justice. The editors have to be congratulated in organising a group of contributors of such a standard of excellence in diversity, scope and science.
Since the first edition (1980) which set the standard for content and presentation of this discipline, the chapters have been exhaustively upgraded, not only in change and balance of the contributors (24 new contributors) but in extensive addition of new scientific material available in the last eight years. The book is basically divided into three sections -pharmacology and physiology, technique of neural blockade in clinical practice, and finally the practice of pain management. The section on physiology and pharmacology is extensive and detailed, collating much of the material in figure and table form for quick reference, but maintaining readability throughout. Included is a new chapter on the modification of stress response by neural blockade. The section on technique forms the guts for the practising anaesthetist but what impressed was the clarity and description of technique and how to overcome difficulties encountered, again with the aid of numerous illustrations. The chapter on central neural blockade is mandatory reading even for the most experienced clinician.
The section on pain management is also exhaustive in the coverage of applied physiology, pharmacology and pathology, but included in this section is so much detail that can be applied to simple nerve blockade, that reading of this section should not be confined to the pain therapist. Impressive was Cousins' classification of chronic pain syndromes and the chapter on neuropathy of neurolytic and semi-destructive agents.
Imaginative inclusions are the section on possible research directions, and a chapter on new horizons. It is of note that in the first edition it was Anaesthesia and Intensive Care. Vol. 16. No. 4. November. /988 suggested that the intelligent use of spinal opiates may have application in anaesthesia.
It is hard in a book with multiple contributors not to be repetitive but this has been diminished by extensive cross-referencing and where it occurs it is complementary in terms of differing concepts. If the reader was impressed with the first edition of Neural Blockade then access to the second edition is mandatory.
R. L. EYRES Royal Children's Hospital Parkville, Vie.
Manual of Anaesthesia for Emergency Surgery, edited by Judith H. Donegan; Churchill
Livingstone, 95 Coventry Street, South Melbourne, Vic. 3205; $63.00; pp. 403; 235 X 160. This book, in soft cover, has chapters dealing with most types of surgery for which anaesthesia has to be administered with little or no prior warning. Each chapter is written by a well-known expert in the field and leans towards a practical approach to the subject with enough theoretical background information to enable one to understand the reasons for the techniques which are being advocated. Each chapter is written in heading and sub-heading form which makes for easy reading and quick reference when one needs information in a hurry. The many flow diagrams and algorithms, especially in the chapter in cardiopulmonary resuscitation by Judith Donegan, are of great use in quick revision.
The outstanding chapters are those on fluids and blood transfusions by Ron Miller, by Frederick Berry on paediatric anaesthesia and by Stephen Abram on the place of regional anaesthesia in emergency surgery. This should not detract from the other chapters such as the one on emergency thoracic anaesthesia and an excellent chapter on cardiopulmonary resuscitation.
I was disappointed that a separate chapter was not devoted to the management of the patient who presents a vomiting risk. The subject is covered in various chapters but is fragmented and would have been better handled separately.
The drugs available in the U .S.A. vary from those in Australasia as to some extent does their use. The
